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Wajima Lacquerware

The origins of Wajima lacquering can be
traced to the Muromachi period, 1336-
1477. A priest from Negoro temple, in
present day Wakayama, came to Waji-
ma and taught the local craftsmen the
art of Negoro lacquering. The initial te-
chniques have been continuously studied
and improved throughout the years.Waj-
ima lacquerware is unique to the other
lacquers found in Japan in that the wea-
ker areas of the wooden bases are rei-
nforced with strips of linen. The next step

is called nunokise. It prevents chipping
and results inastronger finished product.
A major break throughoccurred with the
use of jinoko,a diatomaceous soil, in the p-
riming stage.The marine fossil laden soil
is baked.then ground into a powder. It is
mixedwith rice paste and lacquer to form
the base coating.This is just the beginn-
ing of the 120 or more steps necessary in
the production of one piece. Articles are
finishedand ready for decorating in ayea-
rontwo.Designspainted withlacquer then
sprinkled with gold dust are called makie,
Wajima lacquerware is known through-
out Japan for its beauty and durability.
These functional art pieces are also be-
coming recognized throughout the world.
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